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Mass
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Mass of Reconciliation
17th Dec 7.00pm
Christmas Carols & Vigil Mass 24th Dec 5pm – in School Hall
Christmas Day Mass
25th Dec 7am & 9am – in Church

3rd Sunday of Advent

Year B

Testimony
The Prologue of John's Gospel
states: 'A man came, sent by God.
His name was John. He came as a
witness.... to speak for the light'
Jn 1,6. The evangelist introduced
John, who was sent by God to be
a witness, and a speaker for 'the light'. God had chosen John
for a specific mission; to go before 'the light', announcing to
the people, that 'the light' is coming. Those who lived in
darkness and wanted to see 'the light' must accept both
John's message, and the evangelist. Denying John's mission
meant denying the evangelist's message. Believing in John's
message meant believing, that John himself, and his message,
both came from God. John announced no more than what
had been revealed to him. A witness is required when there
is a dispute. In a court situation, a witness is called to testify
what s/he had perceived with her/his senses. In John's case,
there was no dispute, John served as a witness for 'the light',
and through him, people came to know, and believed in 'the
light'. The evangelist introduced John as a speaker for 'the
light'. John himself affirmed the evangelist's message by
quoting what the prophet had prophesized about him. He
replied to people who questioned who he was. John told
them: I am as Isaiah prophesised: a voice that cries in the
wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord. Jn 1,23.
Both the evangelist and Isaiah revealed the same message.
John the Baptist was God's messenger who spoke for 'the
light'. In order to speak, one needs voice, and a voice can't
communicate its message without a speaker. John's double
roles were both the voice, and the speaker. His voice revealed
that 'the light' was no one else, but the Lord, and
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5.00pm
4.30pm

19th December
Vigil Mass
Reconciliation (till)

Sunday
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7.00am
Mass
9.00am
Mass
12.00pm
Mass
20th December is the last mid
Sunday Mass

13th December 2020

that his mission was calling people to move out of darkness,
and come to 'the light' to receive eternal life. In his public
ministry, John spoke for 'the light'. In his dark cell prison, John
died for 'the light'. When his mother, Elizabeth, heard Mary's
greeting, John jumped for joy in his mother's womb Luke 1,41.
As Jesus' cousin, John knew the man, Jesus, from childhood,
but couldn't figure out who Jesus really was John spoke about
'the light'. He spoke so well that the crowds misunderstood
his identity, believing that he was the Messiah. John made
correction, telling them that, he was not the Christ, but only
a speaker for 'the light'.
There was another party being sent to find out more about
John's identity. The priests and the Levites sent the Pharisees
to find out about John. Their primary focus was not on God,
but on John. John told them not to focuse on him, but rather
on God. They refused, insisting that their mission was to learn
more about John. The priests and the Levites were more
interested on John's identification, rather than John's
message. John could not figure out who Jesus was. The priests
and the Levites couldn't figure out who John was. John in his
openness knew Jesus was 'the light', the Messiah, at Jesus'
Baptism. The priests and the Levites continued searching
because they were searching for faith with only their heads,
not their hearts. Their knowledge had deceived them. Faith is
the matter of a heart, not a commitment of a head.
We pray for the grace not to rely on our own wisdom and
knowledge, but rather to trust Jesus' word and make His voice
know to the world.
Fr Vudinh Tuong
Parish Priest

WEEKLY INFORMATION

Christmas Eve Mass Celebrations Thursday 24th December 2020
This year the Christmas Carols will on be Thursday at 5.00pm followed by the Christmas Vigil Mass
at 5.30pm. This year the Vigil will be held in the St Francis Xavier School Hall. Bookings – even
though this is a special celebration, we are still governed by restrictions, monitoring numbers and
registering Bookings is still a must.
Please ensure you contact the Parish Office with your details if you would like to attend.
Fr Tuong and Michelle would like to wish all the Parishioners a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a
safe New Year.

WEELY INFORMATION
Mass Precautions during COVID
Healing Mass
As part of the COVID Protocols, the Mass format for all There is no Healing Mass for the first Friday in January 2021.
Churches have had to be amended (since March 2020):
Responsorial Psalm
• No wine for Communion – just prayer;
My soul rejoices in my God.
• Communion is given to the hand – currently given
to the tongue is not permitted;
Gospel Acclamation
• Extraordinary Ministers – must wash hands before
Alleluia, Alleluia!
and after Mass with soap and water;
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring
• The use of signing Peace – shaking hands, kissing
Good News to the poor.
and hugging is not permitted;
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Fr Tuong is also not permitted to shaking hands after Mass.
PASTORAL MATTERS
Prayer for the Sick
Reading – 4th Sunday of Advent – 20th December
Hudson Mc Hardy, Keith Auld, Lin Merrian, Marj
1st Reading
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12, 14, 16
nd
Robbin, Kim Shadwell, Jackie Ledger, Amy and
2 Reading
Romans 16:25-27
Reagan Whiteman, Sarah Kathleen Jones, Phil
Gospel
Luke 1:26-38
O’Dwyer, Peter Eddy, John Cornwell, Michael Hancock, Almira
Baptism at St Francis Xavier, Goodna
Ann James, Finley McHardy.
The next Baptism will be 20th December 2020.
Please keep in touch with the Parish Office as the
Reborn in Eternal Life
14th December – 20th December
current restrictions may change at any time.
Edna May Stewart, Cecilia and Daniel Gorman, Father Ron Baptisms are held on the third Sunday of each month during
Illidge, Norman Beardmore, Teodorico Caracal, Gordon the 9am Mass. Please contact the Parish Office for more
Joseph O’Donohue, Felice Pastro, Antonis Sylvina Stevenson, information.
John McGrath, Joseph Vu Van Ngon, Bonifacio Cajes, Home Visit
Leonardo Oblino, Constance Swales, Monic Pili Pelu, Anyone who is sick or housebound and would like a visit from
a priest, please contact the parish office and a visit can be
Margaret Holmes.
arranged.
Recently Deceased
Gertrud Effenbeger, Robin O’Sullivan.
Loop System The Church is fitted with a loop system. If you wear a hearing aid, set the control to the ‘T’ to obtain a better sound.

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK – 20th DECEMBER 2020
None until Further Notice
Cleaning

Flowers

None until Further Notice

Ministers Roster for Next Week – NONE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Date

Time

Leader/Welcome

1st Reader

2nd Reader

Ciborium

Chalice

Chalice

KNOWLEDGE
The Christmas novena begins 17 December. At this point, the Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the Virgin Mary.
These days serve to prepare more directly for the Lord’s birth.
ORDO 2020 GNLYC 42
This is the best time to hold carols services and to begin to sing Christmas carols in the liturgy.
CHRISTMAS falls next Friday – it is a holy day of obligation. Bishops and parish priests offer a Mass pro populo on Sundays
and holy days of obligation.
Priests may celebrate or concelebrate three Masses for Christmas Day.
PARISH CONTACTS
6 Church Street, PO Box 450, Goodna Qld 4300
Telephone: 07 3818 0111
Email: goodna@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au
Parish Clergy: Fr Vudinh Tuong PP
Parish Secretary: Michelle Castell
Current Office Hours: Tues – Fri 9am to 3pm

