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Mass of Reconciliation
17th Dec 9.00am & 7.00pm
First Holy Communion
5th Dec 5pm & 6th Dec 12pm
Christmas Carols & Vigil Mass 24th Dec 5pm – in School Hall
Christmas Day Mass
25th Dec 7am & 9am – in Church

2nd Sunday of Advent

Climate change and
the
Covid
19
pandemic imposes
fear for the entire
world. Our present
world
needs
consolation. Relying
on the way of the
world, such as a
vaccine, would only
lessen fear, grief and anxiety; it would not destroy fear and
grief. The way of the Lord brings comfort and hope and
certainty. 'Console my people, console them' says the Lord Is
40,1. The way of the Lord consoles our hearts. It helps us to
look deep into our hearts to see what barriers stop us
following the way of the Lord.
Boat people in the 80's fled Vietnam after the war ended.
Some knew of their destinations, but not the way.
Unfortunately, many of them lost their way, and lost their
lives on the high seas. Knowing a destination was vital, but
knowing the way there even more essential. In our faith
journey, our destination is Jesus, but we all struggle to find
the way to Jesus. Fortunately, God comes to our help. God
sent John the Baptist to show us the way. Jesus once told us
that 'He is the way, the truth and the life' Jn 14,6 . Jesus is the
way. John is not the way, but John knew God's way, and John
pointed it out for us to follow. John told us to look deep into
the 'wilderness of our own heart' and make necessary
changes. When John called us to prepare the way for the Lord,
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Michelle will be on Annual Leave from
12pm Friday 4th Dec 2020 to
Tues 15th Dec 2020

6th December 2020

Year B
I Am the Way

Saturday
5.00pm
4.30pm

John made it clear that there were at least two ways: God's
way and the way of the world. John called us to repent,
because obviously the way of the world contradicts God's
way. There is no other option, but repentance is the way,
leading us to reconcile to God and to one another. The way of
the Lord leads us to look for things from above and everlasting
life. The way of the world leads us to things from below with
their fear, grief, anxiety and misery.
The way of the Lord is love - Love God and love our neighbours
Mk 12,31. God's way is perfect. It aims to lift us up from a
sinful state to a virtuous state, and then eventually to the
heavenly state. Inspired by God's way, empowered by God's
grace, guided by God's Spirit, countless noble and heroic acts
have changed disastrous situations to save lives. These heroic
actions confirm that God's way brings life and love and peace.
It is the way of the world that needs changing, not God's.
Jesus is both the way, and Leader of the way; John is His
assistant, His voice. Jesus is the way, not for Himself, but for
us, His disciples. Those who choose to walk on His way
certainly will come to Him. Those who come to Jesus will walk
on the way that leads to God's kingdom. Following the way of
the world, there may be many complexities, leading followers
to go around, in circles, because this way belongs to the
world. It is conditioned by the material world, which one day
will perish.
Preparing our own heart means to long for real life and peace
from Jesus. By changing our former way of life, adopting the
way Jesus taught - love God and love our neighbours - we will
have real life and peace. We can't do it alone; everything is
possible with God's grace.
Fr Vudinh Tuong
Parish Priest

WEEKLY INFORMATION

Thank You

Christmas Eve Mass Celebrations

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal

Thursday 24th December 2020

The aim of the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal was to
raise funds to provide Christmas Hampers for 30 local
families. SVDP would like to thank our generous Parishioners
for contributing $1,370.00 from last weekends collection.

This year the Christmas Carols will on be Thursday at 5.00pm
followed by the Christmas Vigil Mass at 5.30pm. This year the
Vigil will be held in the St Francis Xavier School Hall.

Their Appeal runs until Christmas, so if you still wish to
donate, please use the SVDP envelopes that are at the
entrance of the Church and place in the collection basket.
May God bless you all for your kindness.

Bookings – even though this is a special celebration, we are
still governed by restrictions, monitoring numbers and
registering Bookings is still a must.
Please ensure you contact the Parish Office with your details
if you would like to attend.

WEELY INFORMATION
Healing Mass
As part of the COVID Protocols, the Mass format for all There is no Healing Mass for the first Friday in January 2020.
Churches have had to be amended (since March 2020):
Responsorial Psalm
 No wine for Communion – just prayer;
Lord, let us see your kindness,
 Communion is given to the hand – currently given to
and grant us your salvation.
the tongue is not permitted;
 Extraordinary Ministers – must wash hands before
Gospel Acclamation
and after Mass with soap and water;
Alleluia, Alleluia!
 The use of signing Peace – shaking hands, kissing
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
and hugging is not permitted;
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Fr Tuong is also not permitted to shaking hands after Mass
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Mass Precautions during COVID

PASTORAL MATTERS
Prayer for the Sick
Reading – 3rd Sunday of Advent – 13th December
Hudson Mc Hardy, Keith Auld, Lin Merrian, Marj
1st Reading
Is 61:1-2, 10-11
nd
Robbin, Kim Shadwell, Jackie Ledger, Amy and
2 Reading
1 Thess 5:16-24
Reagan Whiteman, Sarah Kathleen Jones, Phil
Gospel
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
O’Dwyer, Peter Eddy, John Cornwell, Michael Hancock, Almira
Baptism at St Francis Xavier, Goodna
Ann James, Finley McHardy.
The next Baptism will be 20th December 2020.
Please keep in touch with the Parish Office as the
Reborn in Eternal Life
7th December – 13th December
current restrictions may change at any time.
Bill Lewis, Ula Burke, Patrick Molloy, Vincent Hoang Van Duc, Baptisms are held on the third Sunday of each month during
Melchior Gruell, Margaret Watson, Allan Booth, Dulcie the 9am Mass. Please contact the Parish Office for more
Neden, Doreen Toothill, Irene Annie Fenelon, Paul Nguyen, information.
Home Visit
Elsie Alindogan.
Anyone who is sick or housebound and would like a visit from
a priest, please contact the parish office and a visit can be
arranged.
Recently Deceased
Lucy Hesp, Maria Thuan, Namulau’ulu Tuilagi Vavae Leo.
Loop System The Church is fitted with a loop system. If you wear a hearing aid, set the control to the ‘T’ to obtain a better sound.

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK – 13TH DECEMBER 2020
None until Further Notice
Cleaning

Flowers

None until Further Notice

Ministers Roster for Next Week – NONE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Date

Time

Leader/Welcome

1st Reader

2nd Reader

Ciborium

Chalice

Chalice

KNOWLEDGE
Only in silence can the word of God find a home in us, as it did in Mary, the woman of the word and, inseparably, woman in
silence.
ORDO 2020 Verbum Domini (2016) 66
Congratulations to all the children who are receiving the first Holy Communion this weekend.
Chloe Ancheta, Emilia Baker, Wilson Batista, Dylan Bodman, Grace Cashmere, Lucas Dela Pena, Rose Ginn, Ruby Ginn, Sofia
Ginn, Kaelan Goundar, David Groom, Jacob Meavao, Jacob Nguyen, Oliver Panadero, Mia Ramsay, Jared Smith, Fatufua Sooalo
and David Vu.
PARISH CONTACTS
6 Church Street, PO Box 450, Goodna Qld 4300
Telephone: 07 3818 0111
Email: goodna@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au
Parish Clergy: Fr Vudinh Tuong PP
Parish Secretary: Michelle Castell
Current Office Hours: Tues – Fri 9am to 3pm

