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Year A

Everlasting Love
Mat 14,13-21
We all need food
daily, but preserving
the food left over
after a meal not
everyone loves to do.
Some prefer to have excellent quality food fresh cooked daily,
and cooked in large quantities; others appreciate having the
left-over food 'recycled'. Many people who live in third world
countries are longing to have a full stomach before their bed
time. In Jesus' time, the Roman rulers and their elite enjoyed
the extravagant lifestyle, while the majority of common
people experienced the lack of food supplies. During the day
workers laboured long hours in harsh conditions, and
received insufficient nutrition for the heavy day's work. At
night they lived in the slum areas, and that made many of
them sick, and many died before their prime. The crowd came
to listen to Jesus because they enjoyed the heavenly food
Jesus had to offer, but not all of them had the same intention,
as Jesus pointed out, 'You are not looking for me because you
have seen the signs but because you had all the bread you
wanted to eat Jn 6,27.
Jesus talked to the crowd about God's everlasting love, the
heavenly food. That was His mission. Apart from meeting the
crowd's spiritual needs, Jesus showed compassion towards
them by healing their sicknesses. The apostles for the very
first time showed, that they have learnt from Jesus, to have
compassion for others. They had observed the crowd during
the day, and knew that almost none of them carried any food,
except one little boy who had five loaves and two fish. This
highlights that the poor came to listen to Jesus. They probably

5.00pm
4.30pm

were so poor that they had no extra food to 'BYO' for the day.
They certainly lived in poverty, but possibly they weren't poor
spiritually. They probably were familiar with the message the
people used, to console one another in times of need that:
'Yahweh will prepare for all peoples a banquet of rich food, a
banquet of fine wines... He will remove the mourning veil
covering all peoples, and the shroud enwrapping all nations,
he will destroy Death forever. The Lord Yahweh will wipe away
the tears from every cheek; he will take away his people's
shame everywhere on earth' Is. 25: 6-8
The apostles probably had pondered about the food
question: where to find food for these people in such an
isolated place? Towards the end of the day, they approached
Jesus asking Him to disperse the crowds, so they could get
food for their physical nourishment. Jesus knew what he was
going to do, but he threw the suggestion back to the apostles,
saying you feed them yourselves. They were now in further
trouble. The parable made it very clear, that ultimately God
was providing for both our spiritual and physical needs. The
human elements play their parts in petitioning, preparing the
crowds, distributing the food and collecting the food left over.
The apostles collected twelve baskets of food left on the
ground. Don't waste food is a message for us all to learn.
There are children worldwide who go to bed hungry daily
because their parents can't earn enough for food to feed
them, and yet there are people who use good food to throw
at each other, food fights and food eating competitions.
Let us learn from Jesus, giving thanks to God before each meal
and consuming food with a thankful heart.
Fr Vudinh Tuong
Parish Priest

WEEKLY INFORMATION
COVID Update – Outbreaks in Queensland
As most of you have already heard, the Chief Health Officer announced two positive cases with a potential to spread COVID19
in the Logan, Acacia Ridge and Springfield Lakes areas.
To help protect the wider community, Bishop Ken Howell, had instructed a number churches to close Weekday Masses for
Thursday and Friday. We will be in touch as soon as we can regarding the Vigil for Saturday on the 1st August 2020.
This is just a temporary precautionary measure to allow the Health Authorities time to complete their contact tracing
processes.
We will pass on any changes soon as we know more. Everyone please be careful and stay safe.
Weekend Booking Co-Ordinators
The Weekend Mass times are as follows:

Sat 5pm
Sun 7am
Sun 9am
Sun 12pm

Teresa Demmers
Joan Sitcheff
Angela Vaoiva
Peter Aiavao

email
text
text
email
text

tdemmers@bigpond.net.au
0435 060 066
0405 830 312
65apeter@gmail.com
0439 334 813

PARISH DIARY
Healing Mass
As part of the COVID Protcols, the Mass format for all There is no Healing Mass for the first Friday in August 2020.
Churches have had to be amended (since March 2020):
Responsorial Psalm
 No wine for Communion – just prayer;
The hand of the Lord feeds us:
 Communion is given to the hand – currently given
he answers all our needs.
to the tongue is not permitted;
 Extraordinary Ministers – must wash hands before
Gospel Acclamation
and after Mass with soap and water;
Alleluia, Alleluia!
 The use of signing Peace – shaking hands, kissing
No one lives on bread alone,
and hugging is not permitted;
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
 Fr Tuong is also not permitted to shaking hands
Alleluia, Alleluia!
after Mass.
Mass Precautions during COVID

PASTORAL MATTERS
Prayer for the Sick
Reading – 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 9th August
Hudson Mc Hardy, Keith Auld, Lin Merrian, Marj
1st Reading
1 Kg 19:9, 11-13
nd
Robbin, Kim Shadwell, Jackie Ledger, Amy and
2 Reading
Rom 9:1-5
Reagan Whiteman, Amanda Harding, Sarah
Gospel
Mt 14:22-33
Kathleen Jones, Phil O’Dwyer, Peter Eddy, John Cornwell,
Baptism at St Francis Xavier, Goodna
Michael Hancock.
The next Baptism will be 20th September 2020.
Please keep in touch with the Parish Office as the
Reborn in Eternal Life
3rd August – 9th August current restrictions may change at any time.
Nicko Mamea, Dulcie Penny, Wesley Farnham, Luka Vuksic, Baptisms are held on the third Sunday of each month during
the 9am Mass. Please contact the Parish Office for more
Olivia De Ynchansti, Vince Hanley, Lea Ann Howarth,
information.
George Staunton Moylan.
Home Visit
Anyone who is sick or housebound and would like a visit from
a priest, please contact the parish office and a visit can be
arranged.
Recently Deceased
Anita Donavan, Peter Sen, Caer Emma Howes, Michael Han.
Loop System The Church is fitted with a loop system. If you wear a hearing aid, set the control to the ‘T’ to obtain a better sound.

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK – 9TH AUGUST 2020
None until Further Notice
Cleaning

Flowers

Madeline Brugger

Ministers Roster for Next Week – NONE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Date

Time

Leader/Welcome

1st Reader

2nd Reader

Ciborium

Chalice

Chalice

KNOWLEDGE
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION for Australia and New Zealand are 15 August (Assumption) and 25 December (Christmas). The
importance of a day in the liturgical calendar is determined by its rank (solemnity, feast, memorial); a Holy Day is simply a
solemnity celebrated like Sunday, that is, with obligation.

ORDO 2020

PARISH CONTACTS
6 Church Street, PO Box 450, Goodna Qld 4300
Telephone: 07 3818 0111
Email: goodna@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au
Parish Clergy: Fr Vudinh Tuong PP
Parish Secretary: Michelle Castell
Current Office Hours: Tues – Fri 9am to 3pm

