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Year A

Living in Hope
Farmers live in hope. They work
hard, hoping in the coming
months they will have a rich
harvest. Hope begins at the time
they sow the seeds, and the hope
is growing as they see the seedlings growing healthy and
strong. As long as the seeds are in the farmer's hands, he
has some control of the seeds, but when he scatters the
seeds to the soil, he has no control of the seeds. The farmer
aims to have all the seeds falling on good, fertile soil, but it
will not always be the case. There would be some seeds
falling on the hedgerows, others on rocky soil, and others
again falling on thorny soil. With right conditions all the
seeds that remained in the soils grow, but only the seeds left
on the good, fertile soil give hope for a great harvest. The
rest die, for various reasons, such as birds pick them up
straightway, or thorns choked the seeds, or because lack of
nutrition and moisture on rocky soil caused the seeds to
wither. A single seed which fell on the good soil will give
sixty, or hundredfold at harvest time. Jesus used the image
of a farmer sowing seeds to talk about the message of joy,
and hope in having faith in Him. He talked to the crowds and
His disciples. They were all familiar with the image of a
farmer sowing seeds. The crowds and His disciples received
the message differently. The seeds are excellent seeds, no
doubt. They are the word of God; the soils are the people,
the human hearts. The reception of the seeds is the
readiness of the human heart to accept the message of
hope. The good soil received the Word. It took root and
grew and produced great results. Farmers try their best, and

Saturday
5.00pm
4.30pm

the rest depends on nature. Jesus' disciples try their best to
spread the message of hope, and the rest is God's work. Those
who welcome the Word with an open, and genuine heart,
become Jesus' disciples.
Both the disciples, and the crowds heard the parable, but did
not receive the same message. The disciples asked Jesus for
more clarification, while the crowds asked for more signs.
Jesus told the disciples that the mysteries of 'the kingdom of
heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them.
For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more
than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has
will be taken away'. Mat. 13, 11. Having faith in Jesus first, the
decoding of the message of hope comes second, and that was
what Jesus' disciples had. The disciples believed in Jesus, and
receive more revelation. They may not fully understand right
away, but slowly, bit by bit they come to understand the
message. The crowds showed themselves to have no faith in
Jesus. They demanded to have more signs. They received
neither signs nor the message.
Jesus' disciples received the Word and acted on it, and their
lives changed towards God, and their spiritual life grew. Having
faith in Jesus, like a farmer, we live in great hope, and our hope
is real, because it is not us, but Jesus, Who is our hope and our
everlasting life.
Today's readings examine the movements of a human heart in
responding to God's kingdom. The Word is firm, unchanged,
but the conditions of a human heart fluctuate, causing by trial,
or riches, or fame. One can identify several kinds of soils within
oneself in one single day of living. We pray to have more faith
in Jesus.
Fr Vudinh Tuong
Parish Priest

WEEKLY INFORMATION
Booking Mass Times - Please remember to continue booking in your Mass times.
The Weekday Masses, you can contact the Parish Office to make your booking.
The Weekend Mass times are as follows:

Sat 5pm
Sun 7am
Sun 9am
Sun 12pm

Teresa Demmers
Joan Sitcheff
Angela Vaoiva
Peter Aiavao

email
text
text
email

tdemmers@bigpond.net.au
0435 060 066
0405 830 312
65apeter@gmail.com

To save any disappointment, it is best to book your spot ahead of time. However, if the numbers are still under 100, then the
booking person is able to write down your details for you prior to entering the Church.
The Little Kings Movement for the Handicapped – Church Appeal 2020
The Little Kings Movement have thanked the St Francis Xavier Parishioners for our generosity towards their Church Appeal
earlier this year by raising $790.35. This donation goes a long way to helping them to carry on their work within the
community.
They are very grateful and recognise our continued support.

PARISH DIARY
COVID 19 Protocols
Healing Mass
 Weekday & Weekend Masses up to 100 people;
There is no Healing Mass for the first Friday in August 2020.
 Funerals may be conducted with a maximum
capacity of up to 100 people;
12pm Mass Sunday
 Weddings may be conducted with a maximum The extra Mass at noon on Sunday is only a temporary measure
capacity of up to 100 people;
to cater for the 100 cap applied to each service. This noon
 Baptisms have a maximum capacity of up to 100 service will be changed once the 4th Restriction levels have been
people;
issued and approved by the Archdiocese.
 Confirmations from 2020 will need to be postponed
until 2021;
Fan Replacement
 First Communion – we will be in touch in early We are currently in the process of accepting a quote on replacing
October 2020;
the old fans in the Church. Installation date will be advised in due
 Indoor/outdoor events are still on hold.
course.
PASTORAL MATTERS
Prayer for the Sick
Reading – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 19th July
Hudson Mc Hardy, Keith Auld, Lin Merrian, Marj
1st Reading
Wis 12:13, 16-19
nd
Robbin, Kim Shadwell, Jackie Ledger, Amy and
2 Reading
Rom 8:26-27
Reagan Whiteman, Amanda Harding, Sarah
Gospel
Mt 13:24-43
Kathleen Jones, Marie Bonne, Phil O’Dwyer, Peter Eddy,
Baptism at St Francis Xavier, Goodna
John Cornwell, Michael Hancock.
The next Baptism will be 20th September 2020.
Please keep in touch with the Parish Office as the
Anniversaries 13th July – 19th July
current restrictions may change at any time.
Florence Helen Taylor, Arthur Neden, Eric Pointon, Alfred Baptisms are held on the third Sunday of each month during
Sharman, Sivilay Phonsavadathy, Pietro Gaiulo, Bill the 9am Mass. Please contact the Parish Office for more
Appelman, Barbara Meredith, Doreen Leslie, Gail Mary information.
Scotney.
Home Visit
Anyone who is sick or housebound and would like a visit from
a priest, please contact the parish office and a visit can be
arranged.
Recently Deceased
Oliver & Nala Mackel, Albert Wurst, Maria Thuyet, Michael Kelly.
Loop System The Church is fitted with a loop system. If you wear a hearing aid, set the control to the ‘T’ to obtain a better sound.

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK – 19TH JULY 2020
None until Further Notice
Cleaning

Flowers

Cynthia Castillo

Ministers Roster for Next Week – NONE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Date

Time

Leader/Welcome

1st Reader

2nd Reader

Ciborium

Chalice

Chalice

KNOWLEDGE
The liturgy of the word is a decisive element in the celebration of each one of the sacraments of the Church; in pastoral
practice, however, the faithful are not always conscious of this connection, nor do they appreciate the unity between gesture
and word… The relationship between word and sacramental gesture is the liturgical expression of God’s activity in the history
of salvation through the performative character of the word itself. In salvation history there is no separation between what
God says and what he does. His word appears as alive and active (Heb 4:12), as the Hebrew term dabar itself makes clear. In
the liturgical action too, we encounter his word which accomplishes what it says. By educating the People of God to discover
the performative character of God’s word in the liturgy, we will help them to recognise his activity in salvation history and in
their individual lives.
Verbum Domini (2010) ORDO 2020
PARISH CONTACTS
6 Church Street, PO Box 450, Goodna Qld 4300
Telephone: 07 3818 0111
Email: goodna@bne.catholic.net.au
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Parish Clergy: Fr Vudinh Tuong PP
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Current Office Hours: Tues – Fri 9am to 3pm

