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St Vincent De Paul: For Assistance and donations Please call 1800 846 643 - Weekdays only .
Meetings: Fortnightly on Tuesday 7.00pm. Call 0479 163 335

Embracing the suburbs of Goodna, Bellbird Park, Camira, Carole Park, Collingwood Park, Ellen Grove. Gailes, Kruger, Redbank,
Redbank Plains, Wacol and beyond.

Two sides
In today's gospel we see several contrasting pictures, namely light and
darkness, a blind beggar sitting on the road side and the same, healthy
man walking on the road, the man shouting and the voice told him to
keep quiet, the voice scolded the man and the voice encouraged him
and most importantly the crowd without compassion for the blind man
and in contrast to Jesus who had full compassion for the outcast. We are
living in a static world where we are influenced by the crowd and want
to be in the majority, not minority.
The blind man in today's readings chose to be in the minority. His persistence made him stand out as a lone
voice in the crowd. Even the crowd scolded him, telling him to keep quiet but he made his voice even louder.
He had been living on the bottom rung of the social ladder for too long and he was determined to move forward and upward. He knew that without the help of Jesus he wouldn't be able to. Hearing Jesus of Nazareth
was passing by he shouted at the top of his voice: Son of David, Jesus, have, pity on me' v.47. We don't know
how the blind man knew that Jesus came from the royal family and on the line of King David. The title 'Son
of David' became significant when Jesus entered Jerusalem they treated him as their king. At his trial Pilate
questioned him about his royal status and when he died with the inscription above his head 'king of the Jews.
Again we don't know how could the blind man recognize the identity of Jesus and also know that with Jesus
on his side everything was possible, including giving him his sight back. Bartimaeus probably had heard
about Jesus from others and he desired to meet Jesus. He was blind but his mind was clear and his faith in
Jesus was strong. Society looked down on him but it would not stop him from coming to meet Jesus. Hearing
his voice pleading, Jesus told the crowd let the man come to him. Hearing the voice of Jesus the blind man
'throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and went to Jesus' v.50. The crowd now changed their stand, against the
man no more, they were the barriers stopping Bartimaeus coming to Jesus they now became the vehicle encouraging the man to come to Jesus. Some were looking for prestige positions; others were looking for power; and others again were looking for wealth. Bartimeaus was looking for his real need. What do you want me
to do for you? v.51. Jesus asked the man. A simple clear and short reply came from the man. Master, let me
see again v.51b. Jesus granted him what he asked for. He no longer needed his cloak. Throwing off his cloak
Bartimaeus had absolute trust that Jesus would healed him and he was right. By a simple command Go, your
faith has saved you v.52. Jesus gave him sight and Bartimaeus said good bye to the place where he used to sit
begging for food and followed Jesus along the road.
Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem and it began the chain of events leading up to the Passion. Bartimaeus became the disciple who saw Jesus who shared our human suffering and agony. The story of the blind man
cured by Jesus is the story of compassion and grace of the Son of God who came into the world to show us
the Light. We need to examine ourselves whether we lead people to Jesus or we become an obstacle stopping
people to Jesus.

Vu Dinh Tuong

Baptism at St Francis Xavier Goodna
Baptisms are held on the Third Sunday of the month during the 9-00am Mass.
Before a Baptism can take place the parents must complete a Baptism Enrolment form
which is available from the Sacristy, the Office or download from the Website.
Parents must also register with the office and let the office know what month you would
like the Baptism to take place. On the First Sunday of the month the child is welcomed at
the 9-00am Mass. On the Second Sunday the Parents then attend Baptism preparation which is held in the Church
after the 9-00am Mass.
When completed the Baptism Preparation form is returned to the office, Father or Peter Aiavao and is to be
accompanied by a copy of the child’s Birth Certificate.
Once all the above has been completed then the baptism will take place on the Third Sunday of the month during the
9-00am Mass.

Remember to register with the Parish Office first.

New Catholic school for Redbank Plains to be named St Ann’s
Brisbane Catholic Education has announced the name for the new primary school planned to open at
Redbank Plains in 2020 – it will be called St Ann’s School.
In naming the new school after St Ann, the Committee is dedicating it to the memory of St Ann, the
mother of the Virgin Mary – which makes her the grandmother of Jesus! St Ann is also the patron saint of
miners, which also reflects the important role that coal mining played in the development of the Redbank
region.
Applications for enrolment will open in coming months, but families wishing to be kept up to date on
developments should lodge an expression of interest on the New Schools page of the Brisbane Catholic
Education website, brisbanecatholicschools.com.au

Upcoming Events
1st November - All Saints Mass 9.00am
2nd November - All Souls Mass 9.00am in the School Hall. (Please note for the School this will be a joint Mass for
All Saints and All Souls led by Year 4B).
6.00pm Mass in the Church.
9th November - McAuley Mass 9-00am in the School Hall led by Year 5B.
16th November - Share the Dignity “It’s in the Bag” Appeal begins.
26th November - Parish Christmas Lunch 10.30am Parish Centre

Parish Christmas Lunch—Monday 26th November, 10.30am—2.00pm
Everyone is invited so keep an eye on this space for when names will be taken and remember you will need to
get in early as we can only seat 60 people comfortably. This year will mark our 7th year of these lunches.
All the funding for the lunch comes from the raffles held on the day. Thank you to the parishioners who have
previously donated prizes for the raffles and the lucky door prizes. Previously we have had 15 raffle prizes and
10 lucky door prizes. If you would like to donate to our raffles then please see one of the ladies listed below at
the Masses.
We have continued to have the pleasure of watching the children from our School perform for us and this year
will be no different. The Children love performing for us as much as we love watching them.
When the time comes grab some friends and book a table and remember the lunch is free.
5.00pm Christine Freeman and Veronika Fenech
7.00am Grace Burton
9.00am Agnes Fryars. You can also drop your prize donation into the Parish Office during Office Hours.

LOOP SYSTEM
The church Sound System at
St Francis Xavier’s is fitted with a Loop
System.
If you wear a hearing-aid set the control
to the “T” setting to obtain a clear sound.

Plenary Council
What is a Plenary Council?
The Plenary Council is a gathering of the Church in Australia to take stock of
where we are and work to understand the context and society around us. It
provides an opportunity for us to consider how we can be the presence and
witness of Jesus amidst contemporary Australian society and discern the future
God is calling us to as a Church.

‘Each one of you has received a special
grace, so, like good stewards responsible
for all these varied graces of God, put it out
at the service of others.”
28th October, 2018 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“And Jesus said to him, ‘Go your way; your faith has made you well.’ And immediately
he received his sight and followed him on the way.” (MARK 10:52)
Faith is believing in something even though you may not be able to see it. Many people
think that miracles don’t happen anymore. But, if you focus on the positive, not the
negative, focus on your blessings instead of your hardships, miracles will seem common
and you will see God’s active presence in your daily life.

Assignments abroad




Could your skills assist communities overseas?
How does the Palms approach work?
Just want to know more?

Palms Info Session
Friday 9 Nov, 5:30 pm
Brisbane Square Library
266 George St, Brisbane
QLD 4000

Find out more at www.palms.org.au/events
or contact Palms on 02 9560 5333

VOCATION DISCENMENT WEEKEND hosted by the CAPUCHIN FRIARS: 16-18 NOVEMBER 2018.
Come away for a few days of quiet to reflect upon the inspiring and uplifting vocations to the priesthood and religious
life. This weekend retreat is for men aged 18-35. Starts 7:30pm Friday at the beautiful Marian Valley Retreat Centre
(10km from Canungra) and concludes at 3pm on Sunday. Cost is only $30.
There will be Mass on Saturday and Sunday, Adoration, quiet prayer, talks, confession available, quiet time and the
opportunity to get useful advice.
So if you’re discerning, come along! No strings attached.
Contact Father Thomas on vocations@capuchinfirars.org.au or 0432 362 052 to register or to get more info.
Retreatants must register beforehand. More info at:
https://www.capuchin.org.au/even/brisbane-vocation-discenment-weekend/

Women’s Discernment Retreat
Vocations Brisbane is running a weekend retreat for young women who are keen to explore more about a vocation to
religious life. All young women 18-40yrs old are welcome to come along and discover more about where God is calling you!
Date: Saturday 24th—25th November 2018
Time: 9am Saturday—5pm Sunday
Venue: Canossian Spirituality Centre, 169 Seventeen Mile Rocks Rd, Oxley
For more information or to RSVP contact Sr. Melissa 0484 007 508

PARISH NOTICES
Dates for your Diary
Mondays Divine Mercy prayer Group 6.00pm In English.
Wednesdays Rosary 6.30pm
Thursday 1st Nov All Saints Mass 9.00am
Thursday 1st Nov Parish Finance Council 5.00pm Parish Pastoral Council 7.00pm
Friday 2nd Nov All Souls Mass 9.00am School Hall 6.00pm Mass in Church
Sat Vigil Mass 5.00pm Sunday Masses 7.00 & 9.00am
Welcome to our Community! Have you moved into our parish lately? We would love to hear from you. Please give the
Parish Office a call on 3818 0111. If you call at the information point after Mass, a member of the Parish Council will give you a
welcome and information pack. We hope that you will enjoy your time in the parish and join in our activities.

For the Sick and housebound. If you know of anyone who is sick or housebound and would like a visit from a
priest or to receive Holy Communion, please let the parish office know and a visit can be arranged.
28th October 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 31:7-9; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52
Psalm: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
4th November 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deut 6:2-6; Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12:28-34

Services times this week:
Saturday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Vigil Mass 5.00pm
7.00am Mass
9.00am Mass

Saturday
Sunday

No Mass
9.00am Mass
9.00am Mass
9.00am Mass
9.00am Mass School Hall
6.00pm Mass in Church
5.00pm Vigil Mass
7.00 & 9.00am Mass

Reconciliation

Sat 4.00pm-4.30pm

We Pray for the Sick:
Keith Auld, Kath McGrath, Maria Vink, Claire Curry, Phil O’Dwyer,
William Ryan, Hudson McHardy, Hini Habchi, Jaiden Madasferi,
Macey Ingram, Nada Payne, Carmel Vig, Sr Carmel, Marge Robin,
Lillian Morrison, Hans & Ursula Rennett, Tom McCarthy, Barbara
Wakelin, Jarrod Owens, Michelle Owens, Ellen Spicer, Hope Spicer, Allan Nolan, Stan & Betty Seymour, Matilda (Tilly) Mahon
(2yrs), Maureen McCallion, Pat McCallion, Jean Silvester, Martin
Hindley, George Potter, Christine Walker, Phillip Hoy, David Robinson, John Appelman, Lorna O’Neill, Kathleen Hodges. Names that
have been on here for sometime will be removed over the next couple of weeks.
Please contact the office if you need these names back on. If you know someone
who can come off the sick list please contact us)

Anniversaries: 28th Oct—3rd Nov
Margaret Steiner, David Laird, Charles Hicks, Philip Brady, John
Beston, Inban Thangavella, Emilia Stelet, Algi Malisauskas, Daniel
Jones, Martin Gilmartin, Maria Maierhofer, Nellie Anderson.

Cleaning: 2nd November Laulu Family
If you would like to help out on this roster, please contact Marie
in the Parish Office. (Roster approximately once every eight
weeks) The current Roster is available from the Sacristy. If you
cannot honour your commitment please let Marie know.

Serving greater Brisbane and Ipswich
communities since 1989
Address 68 Nottingham

Street (PO Box 22)
Kippa-Ring 4021
Phone (07) 3293 0555
Fax (07) 3204 0773Email
info@holycrossfunerals.com
www.holycrossfunerals.com

• Cremations, burials & memorial
services to suit your needs
• Specialising in multicultural funerals
and ceremonies
• Funeral preplanning and
prepayment
options available
• 100% Australian owned
• At your service 24 hours daily

(07) 3375 1455

3 Blivest St, Oxley. www.premierfunerals.com.au

