St Francis Xavier Parish
6 Church Street (GPO Box 450) Goodna, Qld. 4300
Office Hours: Monday - Wed 9.00am — 4.00pm
Friday 9.00am –4.00pm Closed Thursdays

Website: stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au
Ph: 3818 0111 Fax 3818 1420 Email: goodna@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Clergy: Fr Roger Burns PP.
Parish Secretary: Mrs Marie Hodges
(Local Safeguarding Children Representative: Marie Hodges)
St Vincent De Paul: For Assistance Please call 1800 846 643 - Weekdays only .
Meetings: Fortnightly on Tuesday 7.00pm. Call 0427 663 118

25th Sunday
in
Ordinary Time
24th September
2017

Embracing the suburbs of Goodna, Bellbird Park, Camira, Carole Park, Collingwood Park, Ellen Grove. Gailes, Kruger, Redbank,
Redbank Plains, Wacol and beyond.

Good News: Envy or Graciousness.
“Why be envious because I am generous?’ There’s the key to the parable.
The most horrible aspect of envy is that it is a negative reaction to some goodness. It is an ugly, poisonous
growth which draws it’s life-blood out of something good and beautiful. Something that we have noticed more
than once: light hurts the sore eye; and goodness is a threat to the guilty mind.
The goodness of Jesus unveiled a backlash of insane fear and satanic cruelty. Today’s parable hints at what
was to come as he master’s generosity evokes envy and grumbling.
Even within ourselves, every virtue carries the seeds of being a destructive power if it is not held in the proper balance. Our twentieth century audience will be sensitive to equality of right and likely to react unfavourably
to the landowner’s policy in paying the same to all, regardless of hours.
The pursuit of justice, concern for fair play and the obtainment of people’s rights are manifestations of a noble virtue. But justice is blind when the pursuit of one’s rights neglects the wider picture of one’s responsibilities.
Sometimes courts of justice become centres of irresponsibility when they are used to grossly exaggerate sums of
compensation; or for sectional pay rises which are the cost of the common good.
The master of the vineyard was more than just: he was generous and gracious. The small mind of an earthbound life revolves around self. The only goodness that it appreciate is what accrues to self. There is an utter inability to rejoice in another’s fortune. By contrast, the Godlike mind of the kingdom-person operates on a much
grander scale and views everything from a higher vantage point.
The kingdom-mind is gracious where as the earthbound mind is envious. It rejoices in goodness wherever it is
seen. One’s own identity is not threatened by another’s success, because one is secure in God’s love. And love, as
Paul tells us ‘takes no pleasure in other peoples’ sins, but delights in the truth.’ (1 Cor 13:5)
Another quality of the kingdom-person is being open to surprises. The American storyteller-of-God, John
O’Shea, says that the best preparation for heaven is to develop our capacity for surprise. There is a lovely quality
of mind known as serendipity, which is the gift of discovering pleasant or valuable things not directly sought, The
word comes from Serendib, a teardrop, the name given by Arabian mariners to the island of Sri Lanka (Ceylon), as
the unexpected jewel of an island broke the dry monotony of a long voyage.
The amazing thing is that God strews our path each day with reflections of his creative genius and beauty. If
only we had the eyes to see them!
God is the one who makes all things new. There are no stereotypes in God’s eyes for the one thing missing
from the Creator’s equipment is the copying machine.
‘The world is charged with the grandeur of God’, according to Hopkins. Boredom is an insult o the Creator.
In the lovely lines of e.e. cummings:
I thank You God for this most amazing day …
(now the ears of my ears awake and
Now the eyes of my eyes are opened0.
Whoever belongs to the kingdom of God
- has an eye for goodness and no ear for grumbling;
- is constantly amazed and never bored;
- is full of wonder and praise.
‘His goodness shall follow me always to the end of my day.’
Silvester O’Flynn O.F.M. Cap—The Good News of Matthew’s Year

Pope Francis, Marriage and the Plebiscite is a document produced by the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference. Copies are available from the Parish office. It includes the section on Page 3—Consequences of
redefining marriage. By now you probably have received you voting form. Please pray about the issue and then
vote according to your conscience.

New Roster for Ministers. Ministers can collect the new minster’s Roster from the Sacristy. A number of
parishioners who attended the last training session and have received their Positive Blue Card Notice are included in the new roister. Please remember that it is the responsibility of the minister to find a replacement if
they are unable to meet a commitment.

First Holy communion Medals are available from the sacristy. Please collect your medal and mark off the
sheet.

Parking Spaces in the Car Park. Just a gentle reminder that the spaces in the Car park should be used for
parishioners attending Mass on weekends. The Kindy Car Park is not available for parishioners during weekday.
For week-days, please use the Area marked PARISH PARKING ONLY. Up to 8.30 during term time, the spaces in
the main car-park are for school and parish staff, after 8.30 they are open to all. Finally please do not park on
the grassed areas.

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass Couples celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary (or longer)
and their family and friends, are invited to the annual Mass with Bishop Brian V. Finnigan at the Cathedral of St
Stephen. The Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 7th October, commencing 10.00am. Light refreshments will
be served in the Hanly Room, following the Mass and for catering purposes you are asked to RSVP to
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or telephone 3324 3030 by Friday 29 September. The Cathedral car park will be
available.

menAlive Catholic Man Breakfast Series
Where: -Tattersalls Club, 215 Queen St, Brisbane
When: - Thursday 5 October, 7am to 9am
Guest Speaker: - Mr Richard Rymarz is a leader in Catholic education and his most recent books Creating an
Authentic Catholic School and Religious Education in Australian Catholic Schools are highly regarded.
Cost: - $45 per person ($450 per table of ten)
Transport: - Walking distance from Central Station or $10 parking at Queen St Parking or Wintergarden (Tickets
validated at Tattersalls)
Bookings: - email details to des@menalive.org.au

St Mary’s College Ipswich Year 10—1967 Junior Class Reunion.
Ex students of St Mary’s Year 10 1967 class are invited to a 50th year class reunion to be held the weekend of 7
and 8 October 2017. The weekend will start on Saturday with lunch, St Mary’s College Gala Dinner on Saturday
night, Mass at St Mary’s Church on Sunday morning and afterwards a tour of our old school. If you attended
years 8 and 9 but left before year 10 you are also welcome to the reunion. For all enquiries please contact
Yvonne O’Brien (nee Kopelke) on 0409 056 484 or Pauline Webb (nee Kelleher) on 0423 499 035.
We have also established a facebook page attached to St Mary’s College if you belong to this class and wish to
join the page.

Parish Youth Group had their first get together last Sunday afternoon. Was a very good afternoon with
games played and group discussion after viewing the first session of the “Youth Alpha Program”.
The next get together is expected to be on Sunday 22nd October at 1-00pm.

Humour

Hunting Prayer

The Wednesday night Church Service coincided with the last day of hunting season.
The Pastor asked who had bagged a deer?
No one raised a hand.
Puzzled, the Pastor said, “I don’t get it. Last Sunday many of you said you were missing because of hunting
season. I had the whole congregation pray for deer.”
One hunter groaned, “Well, it worked. They’re all safe.”

Each one of you has received a special
grace, so, like good stewards response
-able for all these varied graces of God, put
it out at the service of others.” (1 Peter
4:10)
September 24, 2017 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“So the last will be first and the first last” - MATTHEW 20:16
You’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you start, but how you finish.” This
certainly applies to this Bible passage. We have a responsibility not only for
our own lives, but for the lives of others as well. We are called to generously
share our gifts with others, not hoard them for our own use. Our gratitude and
generosity helps us live “God-centered” lives and not “self-centered” lives.
Accessed from http://archstl.org/stewardship/page/bulletin-inserts on 2nd
September,2017)

From the Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference

11. Christians under siege, religious freedom from injury hears, The Australian, Rebecca Urban, 6/5/17. 12. http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/ontario –liberals
to introduce-updated-version-of-sex-education-curriculum-pulled-in-2010-over-religious-objections. 13. Same-sex education ruling an ‘attack on parents’ rights’,
The Australian, Joe Kelly, 30/11/16. 14. https://.gov.uk/government/news/new-action-to-promote-lgbt-equality. 15. hppt://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/11/30/
all-families-are-equal-act-brll-28-wynne_n_13326140.html. 16. http://www.indepentdent.uk/news/education-news/private-jewish-school-lgbt-issues-ofstedinspection-vishnitz-girls-london-orthodox-sex-british-a7809221.html

PARISH NOTICES
Collections
For Last Week

Dates for your Diary
(Vigil Sat 6.00pm Mass) Sun 7.30 & 9.00am Mass
Mon 25 Sept. Divine Mercy Prayer Group 6.00pm
In English.
Wed 27 Sept. Rosary 6.30pm
Fri 29 Sep Baptismal Preparation 7.00pm
Sat 30 Sept. Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Sun 1 Oct 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

First
Second

 
 
  = Income up on
last week.
  = Income down
  = Income steady.

Welcome to our Community! Have you moved into our parish lately? We would love to hear from you.
Please give the Parish Office a call on 3818 0111. If you call at the information point after Mass, a member of
the Parish Council will give you a welcome and information pack. We hope that you will enjoy your time in the
parish and join in our activities.

For the Sick and housebound. If you know of anyone who is sick or housebound and would like a visit from a
priest or to receive Holy Communion, please let the parish office know and a visit can be arranged.
24th Sep 25thSunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20-24; Mt 20:1-16
Psalm Response: The Lord is near to all who call him.
1st Oct 26thSunday in Ordinary Time
Ezek 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32

Services times this week:
Saturday
Sunday

Vigil Mass 6.00pm
7.30am Mass
9.00am Mass

Weekdays
Monday
No Mass
Tuesday
9.00am Mass
Wednesday
9.00am Mass
Thursday
9.00am Mass
Friday
9.00am Mass
Saturday
6.00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday
7.30am & 9.00am Mass
Cleaning: 29/9/2017 Madeline & Anna
If you would like to help out on this roster, please contact Pam
Dodrill on 3288 4594. (Roster approximately once every eight
weeks) The current Roster is available from the Sacristy. If you
cannot honour your commitment please let Pam know.

We Pray for the Sick:
Audrey Congreve, Colin Jackson, Sr Helen Stanley, Breda
O’Sullivan, Rose Logan, Edna May Tourney, Keith Auld, Kathy
McMonagle, Kevin Ward, Matthew Berwick, John Ward, Allan
Peterson, Kathleen Doherty. Rachel Scriben, Stan Brown, Carmon
Z, Nancy McCarrick, Kath McGrath, Maria Vink, Claire Curry, Phil
O’Dwyer, William Ryan, Hudson McHardy, Hini Habchi,
Jaiden Madasferi, Maureen Shackleton, Macey Ingram, Nada
Payne, Carmel Vig, Sr Carmel, Marge & Tom Robin, Lillian Morrison, Hans & Ursula Rennett, Bill McCarthy, Valerie Chew, Robert
Combes. Barbara Wakelin, Marianne Bergel. (Some names have been
removed from this list, so please contact us if you need these names back on. If
you know someone who can come off the sick list please contact us)

Anniversaries: 24-30 Sept.
Margaret Dunbavin, Beryl O’Donohue, Robert Freeman,
Francesco Piotto, Emelie Kolle.

Help with Church cleaning is desperately needed please
phone Pam for more information or to offer your help.

A gift in your Will can provide support for the many ministries

LOOP SYSTEM
The church Sound System at St Francis
Xavier’s is fitted with a Loop System.
If you wear a hearing-aid set the control to
the “T” setting to obtain a clear sound.

of your Parish and ensure a legacy of faith for future generations.
A gift in your will is a wonderful way to express your Catholic
faith. After you have provided for your loved ones, please consider a lasting memory to your parish. Booklets available from Parish
Office.

Newsletters by Email.
If you would like this newsletter sent to you by email each week, simply send an email to goodna@bne.catholic.net.au title it ‘newsletter’ and the next week you should receive the email.

