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Embracing the suburbs of Goodna, Bellbird Park,  Camira, Carole Park, Collingwood Park, Ellen Grove. Gailes, Kruger, Redbank,  
Redbank Plains,  Wacol and beyond. 

Good News: Sin – What is it? 
We may wonder how these misunderstandings happen. There are several reasons, some natural, others 
spiritual. To pass a truth on to another person is not that simple. Each of us is individual and through a 
whole series of events and circumstances we pick up impressions and feelings, and we interpret what we 
hear according to what life has taught us. Words, meaning one thing for the speaker, may evoke some-
thing very different for the listener and that is bound to colour the way in which they are heard. 
 What is more important, and in spite of opinions held today we must not forget it, is that there is a 
deceiver, Satan – known as the father of lies. We can be sure that he is very anxious that we do not hear 
the truth, or, if we do hear it, that we will misunderstand it, for it would be a very real threat to his king-
dom if we became convinced of the truth. 
 There is a battle going on for our mind. Whatever gets into our mind is either filed away in the 
memory or is acted upon. There is an evil power anxious to fill our minds with  untruth. 
 We were made by God and for God (Col.1:16). This means that our complete fulfilment will be found 
in living and exiting totally for God. Free will is not the liberty to do what we want, it is the liberty to do 
willingly what we were made for. So for us humans, the peak of our contentment is willingly existing for 
God. 

Quite starkly, sin is our refusal to admit that God is God and we are his creatures it is our bid for 
independence, our bid to say we are God, not just made in his image. It is a deep rebellion of the creature 
against the Creator; a refusal to serve or obey. When God is made to appear as a rival, then he appears 
demanding, threatening, out-there, against us, opposite, and we fear him. We become suspicious of his 
promises, and these now appear as punishments or threats, and he who is all good is not trusted by us for 
he seems to our distorted vision to be dangerous. 

 What a distortion of the truth this is! When we speak of a ‘darkened mind’ this is what we 
mean: God who is all good appears to us as a threat. Many people see God in these terms. Usually they 
will not admit to such thoughts, and so these thoughts have gone into the unconscious and may only sur-
face at a time of crisis. But how is it that God is seen in such a way? We need to remember that there is an 
enemy within, a fifth columnist, who plays on our fallen nature whispering untruths to us, appealing o our 
desire for freedom, liberty and self-expression. 

We did not become sinners the day we committed our first sin; we were born sinners. It is not by 

sinning that we become sinners; we sin because we are sinners. This truth is clearly taught by the Church 

and by Scripture, yet how few people really know it. Today, there is a move to talk about ‘original bless-

ings’ rather than ‘original sin’ – another example of our rebellion against the truth. In history there have 

been those who ranted and raged giving us the impression that human nature is sin-soaked, and it may in 

reaction to this sort of thinking that we now prefer to talk about blessings. Original sin is a fact, but that 

does not mean that sin is intrinsic to human nature. The incarnation is proof of that. Let there be no mis-

take, if we play down original sin, we play down the need for redemption. 

 

“Your Sins are Forgiven”.  Darton Longman + Todd  © 1993 Ian Petit OSB 



The Sacrament of Reconciliation—’Confession” is a great gift to the Church which is sadly neglected. 
This term the children in year 5 and above who have received the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucha-
rist are able to prepare for this important sacrament. In the late 1970’s the way we celebrate this sacrament 
was revised along with the other sacraments. While the young people are preparing, on Sundays we will be 
looking at the celebration of the sacrament to implement the changes. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation—Sacramental Preparation. The final Sacramental Preparation Course 

for this year covering the Sacrament of Reconciliation will begin with a talk for the parents next  Sunday 9th 
October after the 9.00am Mass (10.15am). This course is available to those in year 5 and above who have re-
ceived the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist. Application forms are available from the sacristy. 
 

Car Boot Sale Thank you to all the volunteers who helped to make the Car Boot Sale a success we raised 

$1007 minus expenses.  With some of the money we will be purchasing some more tables for the Parish Cen-
tre. Winners of the Raffle were 1st Prize—Pat Hindley 2nd Prize—Amelia. Amelia is a student of our School. 
 

Date for your Diary Monday 21st November has been booked for our Parish Christmas Party. Beginning at 

10.00am and finishing around 2-00pm. Some children from the School will be performing and we have booked 
Bob McDowd and his accompanist Kath Hogan. So if you have that Monday free please join us. 
 

Spirit in the City 2016 
A QUT Chaplaincy Christian conference on faith, culture and public affairs aimed at young adults. 
Saturday, 8 October, 2016 @ P Block 413, QUT Gardens Point Campus, George Street, Brisbane. 
This one day conference concerns the challenges of understanding and applying the Catholic and Christian 
faith in the highly secularized cultural, political and other influential settings of contemporary Australian socie-
ty. It engages on key areas of faith, and explores the challenge of the “dictatorship of relativism” as coined by 
Pope Benedict XVI. 
Speakers include Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Hon Tony Abbott, MP, former Prime Minister of Australia, Fr. 
James Grant, Archdiocese of Melbourne, Orange Sky Laundry, Sr. Moira Debono, University of Notre Dame 
Australia, Dr. Ryan Messmore, The Millis Institute and David McGovern, Catholic Mission. The conference will 
move at 5.00pm to the Cathedral of St Stephen for a concert of Sacred Music led by Stephen Phillips, QLD Sym-
phony Orchestra and then Mass with Archbishop Mark Coleridge as principal celebrant. 
Conference registration: https://www.facebook.com/SpriitInTheCityQUT/ or http://www.spiritinthecity.info/ 
Registrations cost: Concession $25, Adult$50 up to Wednesday, 5 October 2016 
Enquires: Deacon Russ Nelson, russ.nelson@qut.edu.au; Mb 0427743534 
 

 

Brisbane Open House (BOH) On the weekend of 8/9 October the Cathedral of St Stephen and  

St Stephen’s Chapel will participate in BOH. BOH celebrates the city’s architecture, giving visitors a rare insight 
into contemporary, historic and environmentally significant buildings in the heart of the city. View the display 
of Mary MacKillop artefacts in the windows of Penola Place and follow the Mary Mackillop Walk (opened and 
blessed by Archbishop Mark Coleridge on 8 August, the Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop). 
 

Date Claimer Saturday 22 October 2016 Our Lady of Fatima-Rosary Bouquet, St Stephen’s Cathedral Eliza-

beth St Brisbane. 10.30 am Rosary; 11.30 Mass, Celebrant Archbishop Coleridge followed by a Procession to 
Villa Maria Warren St Fortitude Valley. 
 

Humour Timmy didn’t want to put his money in the offering plate Sunday morning, so his mother decided to 

use some hurried creative reasoning with him 
“You don’t want that money, honey,” she whispered in his ear. “Quick! Drop it in the plate. It’s tainted!” 
Horrified, the little boy obeyed. 
After a few seconds he whispered, “But, mommy, why was the money tainted? Was it dirty? 
“Oh, no dear,” she replied. “It’s not really dirty. It just ‘taint yours, and it ‘taint mine,” she replied. “It’s God’s.” 



Each one of you has received a special grace, so, 
like   good    stewards responsible for all these 
varied graces of God, put it out at the service of  
others.”   
(1 Peter 4:10)    
 
 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
“For God did not give us a spirt of cowardice but rather of power and love and 
self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:7 
Many of us compartmentalize our Faith, we bring it out only when we attend 
Mass or when we attend a parish event.  Being a good steward requires disci-
pline and striving to put God first in everything, all the time.  The next time you 

are at a neighbourhood party, at work or out shopping, would your actions signal to others that you are a 
good and faithful servant of our Lord? (Accessed on 24th September 2016 from http://archstl.org/
stewardship/page/bulletin-inserts) 

 

Parliamentary committee rejects first Pyne Bill 

The Cherish Life Organisation has published in its recent newsletter a summary of what has happened since 
MP Rob Pyne proposed amendments to the Abortion Law of Queensland. Submissions to the parilamentaryt 
committee reviewing the first Pyne Bill (to remove abortion from the Criminal Code) have been overwhelm-
ingly against the bill. Out of a total of 1450 submissions, 81% were against, 14% for and he remaining 5% were 
of an inconclusive position. 
This does not mean that the Bill has been defeated. It is only a recommendation from the committee that 
“the Abortion Law Reform (Woman’s Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016 not be passed” by parliament. 
 



PARISH NOTICES 

Dates for your Diary 
         

Sun 2nd Oct. 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   This weekend 3rd Collection for Church Repairs 
Mon 3rd Oct. Divine Mercy prayer Group 6.00pm 
      In English 
 Wed 5th Oct. Rosary Group 6.30pm 
 Thurs 6th Oct. Parish Pastoral council 7.00pm 

        Sun 9th Oct. 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Collections 
For Last Week 

    First               

    Second                 

       = Income up on 
                                     last week. 
           = Income down 
               =  Income steady. 

Welcome to our Community!  Have you moved into our parish lately? We would love to hear from you. 

Please give the Parish Office a call on 3818 0111. If you call at the information point after Mass, a member of 
the Parish Council will give you a welcome and information pack. We hope that you will enjoy your time in the 
parish and join in our activities. 

For the Sick and housebound. If you know of anyone who is sick or housebound and would like  a visit from a 

priest or to receive Holy Communion, please let the parish office know and a visit can be arranged. 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Heb 1:2-3, 2:2-4; 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-19 

Psalm: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2Kg 5:14-17, 2 Tim 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19 

Newsletters by Email. 
If you would like this newsletter sent to you by email each week, simply send an email to good-
na@bne.catholic.net.au title it ‘newsletter’ and the next week you should receive the email. 

Services times this week: 
  Saturday      Vigil Mass 6.00pm 
  Sunday         7.30am Mass  
              9.00am  Mass   
          

          Weekdays 
     Monday   No Mass 
     Tuesday                 9.00am Mass 

   Wednesday    9.00am Mass 
   Thursday    9.00am Mass  

     Friday     9.00am Mass  
     Saturday  6.00pm Vigil Mass 
     Sunday                   7.30am & 9.00am  
               
      Reconciliation     Sat 5.00 – 5.30pm 
      

Cleaning: 7th Oct. Sandra Dorricott 
If you would like to help out on this roster, please contact Pam 
Dodrill on 3288 4594. (Roster approximately once every eight 
weeks)  The current Roster is available from the Sacristy. If you 
cannot honour your commitment please let Pam know. 

A gift in your Will can provide support for the many ministries 
of your Parish and ensure a legacy of faith for future generations. 
A gift in your will is a wonderful way to express your Catholic 
faith. After you have provided for your loved ones, please consid-
er a lasting memory to your parish. Booklets available from Parish 
Office. 

 

LOOP SYSTEM 
The church Sound System at St Francis  
Xavier’s is fitted with a Loop System.  
If you wear a hearing-aid set the control to 
the “T” setting to obtain a clear sound.   

We Pray for the Sick:  
Audrey Congreve, Colin Jackson, Sr Helen Stanley, 
Breda O’Sullivan, Ellen Parker, Rose Logan, Edna May Tourney, 
Keith Auld, Kathy McMonagle, Kevin Ward, Matthew Berwick, 
John Ward, Allan Peterson, Kathleen Doherty. Rachel Scriben, 
Stan Brown, Carmon Z, Nancy McCarrick, Kath McGrath, Maria 
Vink, Claire Curry, Phil O’Dwyer, William Ryan, Hudson McHardy, 
Hini Habchi, Jamie Teal, Jaiden Madasferi, Maureen Shackleton, 
Macey Ingham, Nada Payne, Carmel Vig, Rebecca Habraken,  
Sr Carmel, Wendy Marshall, Eileen Monaghan, Marge & Tom Rob-
ins, Neil Ham. (Some names have been removed from this list, so please con-

tact us if you need these names back on. If you know someone who can come off 
the sick list please contact us) 
  

Anniversaries: 2—8 Oct. 
Ellen McGrath, Carel Weber, Francis McCormack, Gary Kersdale, 
Valerie Solomon, Catalina Radatsi, Guiseppe Zanin, Vera Vucetic, 
Robert Ives, Matija Belic, Leslie Jack, Vernon Rowland, Linda 
McVie, Janice Nugent, Patricia Flynn, Ron Garland. 


